Book Discussion and Activity – Pedagogues 
5 points

The Giver by Lois Lowry

Monday May 4, 2015
What is a utopia?

Origins of Utopia: The most well known and perhaps oldest recorded utopia is likely the Garden of Eden.  A utopia is defined by a perfect society where everything is perfect.

What is a dystopia?

Origins of Dystopia:  This concept undoubtedly sprouted form the concept of utopia.  It is the complete opposite of utopia in the sense that it is a flawed society that is completely undesirable.

Task 1: As a group, illustrate the events in your chapters.  
3 points

Task 2: As a group, you will be asked to discuss the answer to ONE of the questions below.  
2 points 

Possible Questions for Task 2:
1. According to The Giver, the worst part of holding the memories is the inability to share them with anyone.  How would it affect you if the past and history of the world were yours alone to know and bear?  How important is it for society that we know and study history?

2. The nomenclatue, or classification system, used in Jonas society is quite different from that used in our own.  Some examples include numbering instead of naming children before they are adopted by families, referring to families as „family units“ and saying „comfort objects“ instead of „stuffed animals“ or „toys.“  Why do you think Lowry created these terms?  What role do they play in Jonas’ society?  How do they affect the mood of the book?

3. In the book we see many women in powerful positions, from the Chief Elder to Jonas mother.  Conversely we see males assigned roles that center around empathy, nurturing, and caring.  These include Jonas father and The Giver, as well as Jonas.  Why do you think the author chose to reverse gender stereotypes?  How does revering them help shape the novel?

4. What is the relationship between freedom and security in Jonas society?

5. How and why is uniformity promoted in Jonas’ society?  What are the effects?

6. How is language used to control behavior in Jonas’ society and in our own?

7. Why is it necessary to look at different forms of society?

8. What would life be like if we were all the same?

9. Why can we not live in a perfect world and would you want to?

10. What role does our past play in shaping our future?  

